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Important information regarding the Programme Specification  

Last revised 21 November 2022 

About this  document  

The Programme Specification gives a broad outline of the structure and content of the 
programme, the entry level qualifications, as well as the learning outcomes students will 
achieve as they progress. Some of the information referred to in a programme specification 
is included in more detail on the University of London website. Where this is the case, links 
to the relevant webpage are included. 

Where links to external organisations are provided, The University of London is not 
responsible for their content and does not recommend nor necessarily agree with opinions 
expressed and services provided at those sites.  

If you have a query about any of the programme information provided, whether here or on 
the website, registered students should use the ask a question button in the Student Portal
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Level of the programmes  

The Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies 
(FHEQ) forms part of the UK Quality Code for Higher Education of the Quality Assurance 
Agency for Higher Education (QAA). 

The awards are placed at the following Levels of the Framework for Higher Education 
Qualifications (FHEQ): 

�x Master of Science degree (MSc) Level 7  

�x Postgraduate Diploma (PGDip) Level 7  

�x Postgraduate Certificate (PGCert)  Level 7  

�x 240-hour Individual modules   Level 7 

�x 50-hour Individual modules   Level 7 

�x 35-hour Individual modules   Level 7 

Relevant QAA subject benchmarks group(s)  

See the QAA website for information.  

Awarding body  

University of London 

Registering body  

University of London and the Royal Veterinary College 

Academic direction  

Royal Veterinary College 

Accreditation by professional  or statutory body  

Not applicable 

Language of study and assessment  

English 

Mode of study  

Study is by distance and flexible learning.  
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modules in this order. Within the selection of optional modules there is an element of choice 
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�x The role in the protection of human health through the safe production of foods of 
animal origin, control of zoonotic disease and environment. 

�x Future livestock development and the provision and use of tools to analyse the 
issues confronting producers, their advisers, planners and policy makers. 

A Postgraduate Certificate student will be able to demonstrate an understanding of:  

�x Concepts of epidemiological investigations and how to use economic methods in 
animal health and production. 

�x The role in the protection of human health through the safe production of foods of 
animal origin, control of zoonotic disease and environment. 

Practical skills  

Depending on the level of qualification achieved, a student will be able to:  

�x Analyse epidemiological data and interpret them clearly. 

�x Display spatial maps using geographical information systems software. 

�x Perform risk analysis and build and analyse risk models. 

�x Develop scientific skills, including critical review of the scientific literature. 

�x Demonstrate decision-making skills to analyse animal health problems at farm and 
national level.   

Together with the specific knowledge-based and practical skills, all students are expected to 
acquire a range of cognitive and transferable skills. 

Intellectual and Cognitive skills  

A student will be able to develop skills in: 

�x Planning 

�x Logic and reasoning 

�x Comprehension 

�x Visual and auditory processing 

�x Long-term memory 

Transferable skills  

A student will be able to develop and demonstrate: 

�x Independent learning skills, taking responsibility for own studies. 

�x Time management skills. 

�x 
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The optional Research Project is assessed by the submission of a paper suitable for 
publication in an identified scientific journal (80%) and an oral examination conducted either 
face-to-face or via the telephone (20%).  

Individual modules  

A student may choose whether or not to be formally assessed in the 240-hour individual 
modules for which they are registered. The assessment for each 240-hour individual module 
comprises a TMA and a three-hour unseen written paper. 

Shorter individual modules are also offered as 35-hour individual modules and 50-hour 
individual modules. Each 35-hour individual module will be assessed by either a short 
answer paper or a TMA. Each 50-hour individual module will be assessed by a written TMA.  

Full details of the dates of all examinations are available on the website.  

Student support and guidance  

The following summarises the support and guidance available to students:  

�x Student Guide: This provides information which is common to all students and gives 
information about matters of importance fr�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���R�I���D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K��
the University of London through to their graduation.  

�x A Programme Handbook that includes information about the learning resources, the 
procedures for assessment and examinations and advice on study skills.  

�x The Vi4 629.86 593vrg
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�x Access to the University of London library �± registered students may use the 
resources located within the Senate House library. 

�x Access to the Royal Veterinary College libraries, subject to appointment. 

�x A Royal Veterinary College email account and access to the wider RVC community 

�x A University of London email account and web area for personal information 
management. 

There is further information on support and guidance in the Student guide and the 
Programme handbook. 

Quality evaluation and enhancement  

The University of London delivers the majority of its flexible and distance learning 
programmes through a collaboration between the University of London Worldwide and 
member institutions of the University of London. However some of the flexible and distance 
learning programmes draw solely on academic input from the University of London, and are 
delivered without academic lead by a member institutions. The policies, partnerships (where 
applicable) and quality assurance mechanisms applicable for the programmes are defined in 
the following key documents: The Quality Framework, the Quality Assurance Schedules, 
Guidelines for Examinations, General Regulations and, for each programme, programme 
specific regulations.  

Awards  standards  

All University of London qualifications have to align with the Frameworks for Higher 
Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies to assure appropriate standards for 
each qualification. In addition, every programme that is developed by a member institution of 
the University of London (or a consortium with representation by more than one member 
institution) will be developed to the same standard as would be applied within the institution 
concerned. Proportionate and robust approval procedures, including external scrutiny and 
student engagement are in place for all programmes. Learning materials are written and all 
assessments are set and marked by academic staff who are required to apply the 
�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�¶�V���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V
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Student feedback and engagement  

The Student Experience Survey, carried out every two years, collects feedback from the 
student body on a range of topics relating to the student lifecycle. The results are considered 
in a number of different ways, including by the Pro-Vice Chancellor, the programme team, 
principal committees and departments at the University of London responsible for the 
different aspects of the student experience. Once the findings have been considered in 
detail, responses are published from both the University of London and from the individual 
Programme Directors.  

Individual Module surveys are conducted annually via the programme team. There may also 
be occasional surveys through the student portal, or by email. Students are welcome to 
provide feedback at any time to the programme team. 

VLEs also provide the opportunity for informal feedback and discussion. 

An undergraduate and postgraduate student member is appointed by the University to the 
majority of committees through an annual appointment round. Some programmes also 
recruit student members at the programme level. Students 
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