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1. Applies to cohort commencing in:  2024 

2. Degree Granting Body  University of London 

3. Awarding institution  The Royal Veterinary College 

4. Teaching institution  The Royal Veterinary College 

5. Programme accredited by  Royal Society of Biology (Advanced Accreditation) 

6. Name and title  Master in Science in Applied Biological Research (MSci 
ABR) 
 
Master in Science in Applied Biological Research with 
Placement Year (MSci ABR PY) 

7. Intermediate and Subsidiary Award (s) Cert HE in Applied Biological Research, Dip HE in Applied 
Biological Research 

8. Course Management Team  
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BSc Biological Sciences: 
• To offer a high quality course, in which students are challenged by, and stimulated to challenge, 

accepted wisdom in all fields of biological and biomedical science. 
• 
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• Develop independent and lifelong 
learning skills to promote their own 
personal and professional development. 

Tutorials & Skills Workshops (across all modules) 

• Develop important employability skills 
including: communication, teamwork, 
personal management and career 
planning, effective learning, problem-
solving, digital literacy, numeracy. 

Across all modules, with particular emphasis in projects 
and tutorials  

• Act with integrity, be honest, fair and 
compassionate in all their work. 

• Maintain high ethical principles in relation 
to professional dealings, the use of 
information and experimentation in 
humans and animals. 

Projects  

• Have an appreciation of health and safety 
appropriate to laboratory and field work, 
including completion and understanding 
of risk assessment and COSHH 
documents,  

Projects  

On successful completion of the 
Placement Year, students will additionally 
be able to:  

 

• Employ models of reflection to explore 
and critically evaluate how these 
influence own learning, personal and 
professional planning; providing 
recommendations and action plan to 
improve 

Professionalism and Project modules 
 

• Demonstrate experience within the 
biological sciences that is relevant to 
their degree 

Professionalism and Project modules 
 

• Demonstrate an appreciation of the 
sector in which the student is working, a 
broad knowledge of the field, and their 
role within it   

Professionalism and Project modules 
 

• Devise, interrogate and sustain 
arguments using scholarly sources and 
the accurate deployment of established 
techniques of analysis and enquiry within 
one topic.   

Professionalism and Project modules 
 

• Demonstrate an appreciation of 
uncertainties and limits of knowledge 

Professionalism and Project modules 
 



5 

• Clearly communicate their project aims, 
background, results, relevance and own 
proposals for future research, 
demonstrating critical analysis and a 
deep and systematic knowledge and 
understanding of the literature. 

Research Skills module & MSci Year project 
 

• Clearly and properly record their 
research. 

Research Skills module & MSci Year project 

• Demonstrate excellent professional 
conduct 

Project 

• Identify specific areas for personal and 
skill development. 
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• Develop a sound appreciation of the 
research environment in which the 
student is working and their role within it. 

Professionalism and Project modules 
Research Skills module 
Project 
 

 

25. Teaching/learning methods  Approximate total number of hours  
 

Lectures 8 -10 hours per week 

Practical / Directed Learning sessions 8 -10 hours per week 

Tutorials & self-directed Learning  5 hours per week 
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28. Work Placement Requirements or Opportunities  Yes, if doing the Placement Year at Level 6  
 
 

http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/services/student-services
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/services/student-services
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/the-rvc/academic-quality-regulations-procedures
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31. Programme structures and requirements, levels, modules, credits and awards  
NB: Students planning more than a Stage ahead should be aware that the College 
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Optional modules required in addition to compulsory modules 15 credits 

2
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There are no optional modules at this stage  

Award available for completion of the Stage  Diploma in Higher Education Biological Sciences with Placement Year 

Year  Term Delivery 
Institution  

Module Code  Module Title  Level  Credit 
Value 

Status for Award  Prerequisites  

PY All RVC  Biological Sciences related Placement 
Project 

6 75 Compulsory Stage 2 

PY All RVC  Professionalism 6 45 Compulsory Stage 2 
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3, 
4 PY  

2 RVC  Animals and Human Society 6 15 Optional  

3, 
4 PY  

1
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Total Credit to be studied at this stage 120 at Level 7 

There are no optional modules  


