
 

 

 

PROGRAMME SPECIFICATIONS 

 

Bachelor of Science / Master in Science in Biological Sciences (BSc Bio Sci) / 
(MSci Bio Sci)  

Bachelor of Science / Master in Science in Biological Sciences with Placement 
Year (BSc Bio Sci  PY) / (MSci Bio Sci PY)  



http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-biological-science#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-biological-science#tab-entry-requirements
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must have achieved an aggregate Year 2 mark of at least 
50% 

19. UCAS code  BSc: C100
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• Have developed the ability to access 
appropriate information, make methodical 
observations on the normal and abnormal 
functioning of biological systems, 
discriminate between important and 
relatively unimportant information and 
observations, reflect on information and 
observations, and solve problems, and 
discuss uncertainty in relation to scientific 
“facts”, and balance different schools of 
thought. 

Year 3 Research Project 

• Develop independent and lifelong 
learning skills to promote their own 
personal and professional development  

Tutorials & Skills Workshops (across all modules) 

• Develop important employability skills 
including: communication, teamwork, 
personal management and career 
planning, effective learning, problem-
solving, digital literacy, and numeracy. 

Across all modules, with particular emphasis in projects 
and tutorials  

• Act with integrity, be honest, fair and 
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Coursework BSc: 22%  
MSci: 20% 

Written Exams BSc: 45% 
MSci: 33% 

Projects BSc: 33% 
MSci: 47% 

27. Feedback 
In each module in each year, there are a number of formative feedback opportunities. These include written 
formative feedback on individual coursework, online quizzes with answers, group question and answer 
sessions, feedback to the year group about exam and ICA performance, feedback to individual students 
about exam and ICA performance (in one-to-one tutorials). Students are encouraged to seek feedback from 
lecturers and tutors as needed during all small group learning and practical classes. Frequent opportunities 
for formative feedback (oral and written) during investigative projects. 
 
28. Programme structures and requirements, levels, modules, credits and awards 
NB: The College will not deliver any module or part of a programme if circumstances have changed to 
threaten its quality or viability. Such offerings could change after a student has started the course. However, 
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Year 3 Biological Sciences Project 6 30 or 60 Compulsory 

Year 3 Biological Sciences Critical Literature 
Review 

6 30 Optional (only if taken 
alongside 30 credit 
research project) 

Year 3, pre-Term 
1 

Practical Investigative Biology 6 15 Optional 

Year 3, Term 1 Comparative Animal Locomotion 6 30 Optional 

Year 3, Term 1 Advanced Concepts in Reproduction 6 15 Optional 

Year 3, Term 1

http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students


https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/the-rvc/academic-quality-regulations-procedures


https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code/qualifications-frameworks
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/quality-code/qualifications-frameworks
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-biological-science#tab-entry-requirements
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-biological-science#tab-entry-requirements
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• Have an appreciation of health and 
safety appropriate to laboratory and 
field work, including completion and 
understanding of risk assessment and 
COSHH documents,  

Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 Research Projects 

 

 
On completion of the placement year, 
students will additionally be able to: 

 

• Employ models of reflection to explore 
and critically evaluate how these 
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Research Project (Year 5) 20 hours per week 
26. Assessment methods Percentage of total assessment load 
Coursework BSc: 20%  

MSci: 20% 
Written Exams BSc: 40% 

MSci: 30% 
Projects BSc: 40% 

MSci: 50% 
27. Feedback 
In each module in each year, there are a number of formative feedback opportunities. These include 
written formative feedback on individual coursework, online quizzes with answers, group question and 
answer sessions, feedback to the year group about exam and ICA performance, feedback to individual 
students about exam and ICA performance (in one-to-one tutorials). Students are encouraged to seek 
feedback from lecturers and tutors as needed during all small group learning and practical classes. 
Frequent opportunities for formative feedback (oral and written) during investigative projects. 
 
28. Programme structures and requirements, levels, modules, credits and awards 
NB: The College will not deliver any module or part of a programme if circumstances have changed to 
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Year 2, Term 2 Introduction to One Health 5 15 Optional  

Year 2, Term 3 
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Year 4, Terms 1 
& 2 

Various KCL modules 6 15 or 
30 

Optional 

Year 5 Term 1 
(MSci only) 

Research Skills  7 15 Compulsory 

Year 5         
(MSci only) 

Biological Sciences Research 
Project 

7 105 Compulsory 

29. Work Placement Requirements or Opportunities Compulsory Placement year at Level 6 
30. Student Support http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-

students  
31. Assessment 
Assessment and Award Regulations:  
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/the-rvc/academic-quality-regulations-procedures 

 
Version Number Amended by Date 
1 Academic Quality Manager 17.06.20 
2 Course Director 12.08.20 
3 Sciences Course Support 

Manager 
13.8.20 

4 Sciences Course Support 
Manager 

30.06.21 

5 Academic Quality Manager 10.08.21 
 

http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students
http://www.rvc.ac.uk/study/support-for-students
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/about/the-rvc/academic-quality-regulations-procedures
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